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and the like by asking that all sincere professors of religion
might be provided for (and not merely those included in the
present establishment). It made a bid for the support of the
army by demanding that officers and soldiers who had hazarded
their lives for the nation's liberty should not be dismissed with-
out a legal trial by court martial.1 This attempt to form an
alliance between the republican leaders and the malcontents in
the army was much more likely to succeed now than a year
ago, for Richard's position was very different from his father's.
Both the office of protector and the personality of the new pro-
tector were hateful to many in the army. A royalist notes that
some of the officers call Richard cthe young gentleman, and say
he never drew sword for the commonwealth'.2 In addition his
character, which would have been admirable in a country
gentleman, was unequal to the arduous tasks that awaited him.
It was very unfortunate for him that, just about this time, two
incidents occurred which enabled his opponents to denounce
him as a backslider. While rebuking a cornet who complained
of the wicked life his major led, Richard is reported to have
said: 'You talk of preaching and praying men, they are the men
that go about to undermine me', and to have added (turning •
to Colonel Ingoldsby), 'Go thy way, Dick Ingoldsby, thou canst
neither preach nor pray, but I will believe thee before I will
believe twenty of them'.3 Ludlow, himself a stern and unbend-
ing republican, notes that thenceforth men who made the least
pretence of religion and sobriety thought themselves unsafe
under Richard's government, and resolved to separate the
military from the civil power. Similarly the quarrel about the
other house, between Edward Whalley, a Gromwellian, and
Richard Ashfield, a republican, in which the protector took the
side of the former, enabled the anabaptists to represent their
beloved Ashfield as a martyr to court favouritism.
At the same time that Richard was losing control of the
army, parliament also was alienating it. There was a strong
anti-militarist tone in all the debates. Nothing was done to
raise money to provide for the arrears of pay, now considerable;
attacks on the other house often took the form of veiled or even
open complaints against the higher officers of the army, who
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